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taken in England of this outstanding episode in the life of Queen Wilhelmina.
The Queen of Holland is a singularly modest woman, though undoubtedly possessing the gift of government in a high degree. The question of how far a ruling queen really does exercise her prerogative is one always arousing a lively interest, though it is one that can seldom be so decisively answered as in the case of Queen Wilhelmina. I have been assured by her Ministers of State that she is gifted with political acumen far above the average and that she holds the reins firmly in her own hands. She was carefully educated and trained for the part she has to play by her capable mother, and, being naturally hard-working, she has made herself fully conversant with affairs of State.
All matters have to be laid before her by the Ministers concerned. She listens to their reports silently, yet few details escape her, and when she finally makes her comments before coming to a decision it is evident, so they tell me, that she has mastered the technical details of the point at issue and remembers all that has previously been said on the matter under discussion. After listening carefully to the case as stated by her Ministers, she herself decides on the course to be taken.
Several times during my stay in Holland, I was summoned as the wife of the British Minister to a private audience of the Queen. But it may be imagined how difficult it was for her as sovereign of a neutral country, and for me as an Englishwoman in an official position, to find common ground for conversation that did not touch upon the all-absorbing topic of war, or anything relating to.it.
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